POSTCOLONIAL
BLUES

had made Latin American independence possible. They
inspired patriot dreams and justified revolt by explaining
y'Americans should rule themselves. They had solidified
thepatriot alliance with vague promises of future equality, and
ey became basic premises for the constitutions of a dozen
epublics. In 1825, only Brazil remained a monarchy. Even

he Brazilian emperor, Pedro I, considered himself a liberal.
All across Latin America, liberals came forward to put their
as into practice—with disastrous results. Many liberal gov-
fments were overturned by force within only a few years, and
then presidents and constitutions followed one another at dizzy-
speed. It is during these years that Spanish America (Brazil
etter luck, as we shall see) gained a reputation for politi-

ed?
n'a nutshell, the first governments of independent Spanish
rica possessed few resources and faced tremendous obsta-
Bies | iberal dreams of prosperous, progressive new countries




"SOATIEAIDSUOD 10 SNSST UTUUIM B SEM I PUB ‘SOOI
[BINI[ND SATIEAISSUOD W] [BIoqI] SUIYsINSUIISIP 1S9} SNULI
JOIYD 9} SWEII] INSS] YIINYD Y ], *SYI[€ SISUMOPUE[ pUe SJUE
-sead papurw-uonipen ‘snotd yimm rendod A[y3iy sem yamygy
oT[oYIB) Y] JO 9SUSJSP 93 Ing "SMSST SIY3 UO IPIS oY) U0 §13
-ULI0J31 [BUOTIEONPS PUE SJUBYDISWL JUE)SD)01] PeY S[eIaq] 3]
"UO 0 PUY “UOTIEONDS UI [0 JUBUIIOP S31 UTEFOL YOINYD Y3 §
POYSIIES SI9M SIATIBAISSUOD SEIOUM ‘S[00Yos dqnd ur paas
s[exeqr ‘sorjqnda1 mau SY3 JO UOISI[a1 [BIOLJO Y} UlBLUSL.
WISIDIOYIEY) PaIUEM ‘PUBY 18I0 SY3 UO ‘SIAIJEAISSUOY) “338IS P
gomyp jo uonjezedas 33 pue drysiom Jo WOPa9if 10] PI[[ed SfE
-19q][ 0F ‘[eISUS3 UT SUOLIPEI} [BIUO[0D 10 SDUSISADE PAIUISI
yoInyd 9y |, ofdwexa Jusjjaoxe ue IO SIIN[FUOD 33eIS-YoIny]y

‘a[doad uowrw
Auew 01 pajeadde sonfes [euoLIpEI} JO SSUSJOP IAIIBAISST
‘0s UDAY 'SI9112q, 19y 03 Burursaol saes] pue 20e[d I

_dns o1om saae[s Inq [[e ‘sorpqndai uj “Burdssy piooa1 ysized pue
ISu1I0] SNSULD W01} paysiueq AJ[edonsiundo 21om wo3shs 9358d
9y Jo [e01dA} SUOHEBIYISSE[D 90I-PAXIU SNOLIEA JY3 ‘@ouspuad
pul SUIMO[[0] UOBIOUS3 SY3 UJ "SIUSWDAOW oucwmco&mvﬁ
eoleury unjer] 10j 110ddns ssewt jo soud a3 ussq pey ‘sydurexe
107 ‘Arpenbs [eoer [35] o3 Jusuntuumoed Oqnd [ewiey y
swia)sAs 10qe[ aArIeo[dxe YIIm $a1IR1008 [ediydIelaly A[Suons
1 Juowa[diur 0] JNOYJIP SI0UWI SBMm UOISIA [eI9qI] Y3 ‘O3Bl Aue
"BOLISUIY UIeT] 9YI] 19YIBl PIY0O[ ‘Wwalshs aae[s pue Awo
oo uorjejue[d S)L Yum ‘Yorym ‘Yinog §n) ay3 sem uondodxs
U I, "oouspuadopur je A191008 G SBM UBY] [SpOW [BIRqI] 94}
01} ISYIIN] (ONul 9I9m S90S URI[IZEld PUE UBDLIDWY
stuedg ‘WOpaa1] sNOISI[aI 1940 AXOPOY[}10 STIOISI[31 PUB s3I
qI[ [ENPIAIPUI JoA0 AIIqIsucdsal 9A13d9[[0d paziseydws pey
SIoNUI asan3dniiod pue ystuedg ‘suonjeIsuas 10, 'sS1ISI00S ISI[E
=uonpen; A[Suons pajueyur Ayoreuowr uerizerg pue sdrqndol
mousy, ppnoys ajdoad uourwod ay3 3ey3 pawirepoid Ajuado sz eououry ystuedg mau oy 1, eBnitog pue uredg ur ueyy souei]
~BAIOSUOD ‘S[BID]I] 0 JSBNUOD U] ‘Bpuade [eIaqi] 93 S3U[[eyd e pUE[SuT UT 9J0W PILIMI0 PeY 18y} (SSB]D S[pPpIU & pue ‘3ur
3501 UOOS SISPES] JAIBAISSUOL) '[I0S UBDLSWY UljeT] Uo Jue Eemioenuew ‘Opey Isije3ided Jo 9S1 3y} S YI11S) SUOBULIOJSUR)
OIJ0X9, UB POUIEIal wsl[eldql ‘oouspusdepul 10j s2[83nx DILIOUOD3 PUE [BID0S JO N0 MII3 WISI[RIDQ] JEYI SAIISO 0 JUE)
Jue0a1 9Y3 Ut Jy3noy [exaq| jo soueltodw sy3 a3dsa( ‘[eo1E0 oduit s13] [eoTYdIBISTY A[[BIUSWEPUN] [[13S 21aM JBY} SOTIIIO0S
-09PI WIAY} Spew Seapt [ednI[od mau Ul 1$3193Ul I13Y) PUE 9 suorjedrdurt aAndnistp ‘[edIpe1 pey suaznm [[e 103 Ajenbo
-u200INTg S[eIRqI[ Spew 2doiny Jo UOHEINWPY ‘JOSSE [EUONEUE e8] uo siseyduwo [e19qI] 9y ], Asea 0s jou sem sajdourid [eseq|
199U ‘woqoid [euoreu e spue| ney) pue d[doad snous3ipur paiss q Suruieao8 Inq ‘wisijeiaqI] JO IOUUEB] SY3 PIAEBM DEY SOIULIE
-pisuod Loy, adoad oy, mMoqe s3ures] paxIwl pey ‘sse[d 12dd ozed oy jo diysiepes] aj0a1) ay ] “Aieuosiad jids B woij
pue 231y A[[eord4] 910m Oym ‘SISPEI] [BIS]] ‘EOLISUIY ULET] DATJOS[[00 PIISJJNS S[BI]]] UBDLISWY UIIR] ‘JOSINO Sy} WOoL]
inq ‘ordoad atp3 jo JusUILISA03, JYBNOS S[eIaq S:moﬁ.&ouﬁ .
‘sor[qndar mau a3 Jo AI[Iqels 9Y3 pAuruIapuil
A[feaey Anean [eos pue K109y} [eoprod usamiaq uondlpel
-uod d1seq oy [, *L1jenbs [e1o0s peoiq jo eapr ay3 1dedde pinod
‘aroymAI1ons drysispea] Ul paulBWRl OYm ‘SUBDLISUIY ULEGS
90 Mm3J A1aA ‘10A9MOY ‘ooroead uj 001y 033eNng pue ‘BN
‘[rzexg ueorjqndaruou ur 3dsoxs ‘edLIPWY Une ut 213Uy MAI9A3
papa2a1 A10AB[G "SUSZNID I9Y30 [[B 03 [enba ‘suazi 3q 03 pasd

3

LNHNWLNIOddVSI(] Tvda4dIT]

L 'JsB] aIoymou 3uro3 eouewy Umje| mes AOmlmeo uorjeIausd
ojooised 3511y 91 ‘wins uj ‘edYjo Jo syyeusq [euosiad 9y}
03 359nb ® ‘B 2r0qE ‘Owed2q SONI[o4 ‘WAY3 pajuasaidar Apa
soddns 18U} sjUSWIUISA0S 9] WOI] s[doad 3sow pajeuaije uon
n110o pue adusjora [eanrjod Jo sumeyied Sulnosy Aydiessry

611 SHNTY TVINOTODLSO 1 ANV @oo1g NI Ndog QII




120 BorN IN BLoop AND FIR ISTCOLONIAL BLUES 21

ple, had none to speak of—and lots of steep mountains
and tropical forests, transportation was costly indeed. Colonial
rchants had responded by keeping quantities small and profit
argins high. A few mules loaded with silver or with the luxury
ods that mine owners imported did not need much of 2 road.
sporting bulky agricultural products for the new high-
ume trade of the mid-18cos was a different matter. British
ders offered consumer goods, such as cotton cloth and steel
s, at low prices. This trade could not prosper until crates of
gar, stacks of hides, bolts of cloth, and bags of coffee could
transported more cheaply. Adequate port facilities, roads,
bridges—not to mentien railroads, which belong to a later
riod of Latin American development—did not yet exist. With-
ltcapital to build them, Latin America had to wait half a
tury to realize its trade potential. Meanwhile, Latin Ameri-
economies grew slowly or, as in Mexico and Peru, even
perienced decline.
S0 much to be doné, and fledgling liberal governments had
W practical assets. Everywhere but in Brazil, the governing
stitutions had to be rebuilt from scratch, an expensive under-
ng. Meanwhile, another institution, the army, was already
after some initial failures, London bankers showed little inte gierdeveloped—another negative impact of the protracted inde-
est. They had safer investment opportunities in industriali ence wars. These armies were frequently top-heavy with
ing, railroad-building, commercially booming England and aried officers who got testy when their pay was late. And
United States. Colonial Latin America had produced mu ly new states possessed little political legitimacy to inspire
the silver in world circulation, but the region ran very shot dience in societies made turbulent by war. The vogue of
capital after independence. As for trade, colonial restricti blican institutions such as constitutions was recent, their
had ended, and nobody regretted that except the Spanish cy untested. Most ordinary people had heard of constitu-
chants who lost their former monopoly. But control of imp ; presidents, and legislatures but regarded them as new-
export trade passed from the hands of Peninsulars dirés ed importations. When push came to shove, nobody was
into the hands of British, French, and US traders. Creole whether constitutions would be binding. Loyalty to the
little experience in commercial business and preferred to'i had taken generations to develop, and so would loyalty to
i land. _ lican institutions.

Another major economic problem was the lack of trani the meantime, the new republics were fragile. And fragile,
tation infrastructure. With few navigable rivers—Mexic taffed governments found it hard to administer (that is,

Gradually, all Latin America divided along liberal versus
conservative lines: the liberals, oriented toward progressive-==
especially US, English, or French—models; the conservativess
harkening back toward colonial or Spanish models. Popula
sovereignty, enshrined by the wars of independence, was’
one political principle espoused, at least publicly, by everyong
But how would “the people” become engaged in the politi
process? Formal party drganizations—often, but not alwa
called the Liberal Party and the Conservative Party—formg
slowly. After all, partisan politics—with electoral campai
newspapers, and speeches—was new in Latin America (and'in
the rest of the world, too, for that matter). Under colonial ru
there had been few forums for public debate. Meanwhile, th
was much to be debated. These new nations faced enorm
difficulties, both economic and institutional.

Horrendous economic devastation had occurred during:
wars of independence. Hardest hit were the Mexican and P
vian silver mines. Their shafts flooded, their costly machine)
wrecked, the mines needed major injections of capital. Yet th
were only a handful of banks in hmﬁ: >Bm§om before mm
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make people pay) taxes. Latin American states relied on import/=
export tariffs, high-yield taxes that could be charged at the’
docks by a few inspectors and a handful of soldiers. But tariffs & Rnage politics made corruption (channeling government
were only as lucrative as the meager import/export trade the nefits§o one’s cronies and clients) a necessary part of the
taxed. To meet basic needs, revenue-starved liberal governs
ments borrowed what money they could. Often, they defaulted.

Overall, the deck was stacked against the liberals who hel
the reins of government in-Spanish America after independence
Their vision implied sweeping change, but they had neither the
resources nor the allies they needed to achieve it. They preside
over countries wracked by war—militarized societies wher
many had new guns and old grudges—and their innovative
plans often offended powerful vested interests and provoked::
violent confrontations. The postindependence period of liberal!
ascendancy ended in most countries after only a few years. Con: 13
servatives cried “Anarchy!” and called on generals to impose® ﬂrm ﬁ fron joined a revolution, Em
order and protect property. The rapid fall of Latin America’s firs
republican governments further undermined their legitimac

RONAGE PoLiTics AND CAUDILLO LEADERSHIP

on Miguel, in turn, receivedfavors and honors from a won:

and set a tragic precedent, as one constitutional president after! thier and more powerful£hign himself—a cabinet minister,

another was overthrown militarily. 3 sy, or and s on, up to the highest patron
Between independence and the 1850s, strings of presidentsi# ! .

held office for only months, or even days. Few governmentss illo ir efwould be piesident; in owwo&ﬂos he

were able to implement their programs. Conservatives—in the
ascendancy by the 1830s—basically wanted things not to change
And many, conservatives and liberals, saw politics mostly as

path to office and personal enrichment—the traditional colo
approach. Their objective was to take over the government and
distribute the so-called spoils of office, a pattern that also cha
acterized US politics of the day. People in power could distribut
spoils to their friends and followers to reward their loyalty. Thesi
spoils, also called patronage—government jobs, pensions, ani
public works—loomed large in societies with sluggish econ
mies. Spoils fueled the “patronage politics” and caudillo lead

gl\some rose
ership that characterized postcolonial Latin America.




