Political / Economic Systems
	
	Definition 
	

	Capitalism
	
	Who did this system benefit? 



Who did well?



Who did not benefit from this system?



	Socialism
	
	Who did this system benefit? 



Who did well?


Who did not benefit from this system?



	Communism
	
	Who did this system benefit? 



Who did well?



Who did not benefit from this system?




	Fascism
	
	Who did this system benefit? 



Who did well?



Who did not benefit from this system?
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bove all, Fascism.... believes neither in the pos-

sibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It thus
repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism—born of a re-
nunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice
in the face of sacrifice. War alone brings up to its
highest tension all human energy and puts the stamp
of nobility upon the peoples who have the courage
to meet it.... This anti-Pacifist spirit is carried by
Fascism even into the life of the individual;... i is
the education to combat, the acceptation of the risks
which combat implies, and a new way of life for
Italy Thus the Fascist. .. conceives of ife as duty and
struggle and conquest, life which should be high and
full, lived for oneself, but above all for others—
those who are at hand and those who are far distant,
contemporaries, and those who will come after.

Fascism repudiates any universal embrace, and
in order to live worthily in the community of civ-
ilized peoples watches its contemporaries with vig-
ilant eyes.

Such a conception of Life makes Fascism the
complete opposite of... Marxian Socialism, the ma-
terialist conception of history; according to which
the history of human civilization can be exphiined
simply through the conflict of interests among the
various social groups and by the change and develop-
ment in the means and instruments of production.
Fascism, now and always, believes in holiness and in
heroism; that is to say, in actions influenced by no
economic motive, direct or indirect.... It follows that
the existence of an unchangeable and unchanging
class war is lso denied. .. And above all Fascism de-
nies that class-war can be the preponderant force
in the transformation of society..... Fascism repudi-
ates the conception of “economic” happiness, to
be realized by Socialism. ... Fascism denies the valid-
ity of the equation, well-being = happiness, which
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would reduce men to the level of animals, caring
for one thing only—to be fat and well-fed and
would thus degrade humanity to a purely physical
existence.

After Socialism, Fascism combats the whole com-
plex system of democratic ideology, and repudiates
it..... Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple
fact that it is a majority, can direct human society; it
denies that numbers alone can govern by means of
a periodical consultation, and it affirms the immut-
able, beneficial, and fruitful inequality of mankind,
which can never be permanently leveled through
the mere operation of a mechanical process such as
universal suffiage. The democratic regime may be
defined as from time to time giving the people the
illusion of sovereignty, while the real effective sov-
ercignty lics in the hands of other concealed and
irresponsible forces....

‘The foundation of Fascism is the conception of
the State, its character, its duty, and its aim. Fascism
conceives of the State as an absolute, in comparison
with which all individuals or groups are relative, only
to be conceived of in their relation to the State...
[Tlhe Fascist State is itself conscious, and has itself
awill and a personality.... For us Fascists, the State is
not merely a guardian, preoccupied solely with the
duty of assuring the personal safety of the citizens;
nor is it an organization with purely material aims,
such as to guarantee a certain level of well-being and
peaceful conditions of life.... The State,as conceived
of and as created by Fascism, is a spiritual and moral
fact in itself..... The State s the guarantor of secu-
rity, both internal and external, but it is also the cus-
todian and transmitter of the spirit of the people, as
it has grown up through the centuries in language,
in customs and in faith.... [[]¢ represents the im-
manent spirit of the nation.... It is the State which
educates its citizens in civic virtue, gives them a
consciousness of their mission, and welds them into
unity:... It leads men from primitive tribal life to that
highest expression of human power which is Empire.





