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PRIMARY SOURCE

Simén Bolivar: Address to the
Congress of Venezuela

Encouraged by the revolutions in British North America
and France, colonists in Spanish South America soon began
to create a force for independence. Simén Bolivar was one
of the leaders of this movement. The excerpt below is from
Bolivar's Address to the Second National Congress of
Venezuela, given in 1819, In this speech,
Bolivar offers advice on what type of
government to set up in Venezuela.
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A Revolutionary Is Born

Uk many weathy Ltin Americans, young Sinn
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Focus Question Who were thekey revolutionaries
that ed the movementsfor independence in Latin
America, and what were their accomplishments?

Revolts in Latin America

Objectives

« Explin the causes of discontent in Latin
America.

« Descrbe Hai's figh forfreedom,
« Sunmarize th revolts in Mexico and Cenral
America.

« Understand how revoluions ignited South
America.

Terms, People, and Places

peninsular Toussaint LOuverture
areole Father Miguel Hidalgo
mestizo FatherJosé Morelos
mulatto José de San Martin
SiménBoliar  Dom Pedro

thesection, il in a able ke the one below vith a
country acate, and 3 main dea about revolsin
Latin America. Add ows as needed.

Revols i Latin America
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Liberal ideas were spreading to Latin America with cxplosive
results. From Mexico to the tip of South America, revolutionary
‘movements arose to overthrow the reigning European powers. By
1825, most of Latin America was freed from colonial rule.

Discontent Fans the Fires

By the late 1700s, the revolutionary fover that gripped Western
Europe had spread to Latin America. There, discontent was rooted
in the social, racial, and political system that had emerged during
300 years of Spanish rule.

Social and Ethnic Structures Cause Resentment Spanish-
born peninsulares, members of the highest social class, domi-
nated Latin American political and social life. Only they could
hold top jobs in government and the Church. Many creoles—the
Buropean-descended Latin Americans who owned the haciendas,
ranches, and mines—bitterly resented their second-class status
Merchants fretted under mercantilist policies that tied the colo-
nics to Spain.

Meanwhile, a growing population of mestizos, people of Native
American and European descent, and mulattoes, people of Afri-
can and European descent, were angry at being denied the status,
wealth, and power that were available to whites. Native Amer
cans suffered cconomic misery under the Spanish, who had con-
quered the lands of their ancestors. In the Caribbean region and
parts of South America, masses of enslaved Africans who worked
on plantations longed for frecdom.
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The Enlightenment Inspires Latin Americans In the 1700, edu-
cated ereoles read the works of Enlightenment thinkers. They watched
colonists in North America throw off British rule. Translations of the
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States
circulated among the creole clite

During the French Revolution, young creoles like Simén Bolivar
(boh LEE vahe) traveled in Europe and were inspired by the ideals of lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity.” et despite their admiration for Enlighten-
ment ideas and revolutions in other lands, most creoles were reluctant
o act

Napoleon Invades Spain The spark that finally ignited widespread
rebellion in Latin America was Napolcon's invasion of Spain in 1808,
Napolcon ousted the Spanish king and placed his brother Joseph on the
Spanish throne. In Latin America, leaders saw Spain's weakness as an
opportunity to reject foreign domination and demand independence from
colonial rule

@ Checkpoint Where did creoles get many of their revolutionary
ideas?

Slaves Win Freedom for Haiti

Exen before Spanish colonists hoisted the fiag of freedom, revolution had
erupted in a Frencheruled colony on the island of Hispaniola. In Hai
the island is now called, French planters owned very profitable sugar
plantations worked by nearly a half million enslaved Africans. Sugar plan-
tations were labor-intensive. The slaves were overworked and underfod.

Toussaint L'Ouverture Leads a Slave Revolt Embittered by suffer-
ing and inspired by the talk of liberty and equality, the island’s slaves
rose up in revolt in 1791, The rebels were fortunate to find an intelligent
and skillful leader in Toussaint L'Ouverture (too SAN loo vehr T0OR), a
self-educated former slave. Although untrained, Toussaint was a brilliant
general and inspiring commander.

Toussaints army of former slaves faced many enemies. Some mulat-
tocs joined French planters against. the robels, France, Spain, and Britain
all sent armies against them. The fighting took more lives than any other
revolution in the Americas. But by 1798, the rebels had achieved their
goal: slavery was abolished, and Toussaint’s forces controlled most of
the island.

Haiti Wins Independence In 1802, Napoleon Bonaparte sent a large
army to reconquer the former colony, Toussaint urged his countrymen to
take up arms once again to resist the invaders. In April 1802 the French
agreed to a truce, but then they captured Toussaint and carried him in
chains to France. H died there in a cold mountain prison a year later.

The struggle for freedom continued, however, and late in 1803, with
sellow fover destroging their army, the French surrendered. In January
1804, the island declared itself an independent country under the name
Haiti. In the following years, rival Haitian leaders fought for power.
Finally, in 1820, Haiti became a republic.

@ Checkpoint _How were slaves instrumental in achieving Haiti's
independence?
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The slave revolt in Haiti frightened creoles in Spanish America
Although they wanted power themselves, most had no desire for cco-
nomic or social changos that might threaten their way of life. In 1810,
however, a creole priest in Mexico, Father Miguel Hidalgo (hee DAL
£0h), raised his voice for freedom.

Father Hidalgo Cries Out for Freedom Father Hidalgo presided
over the poor rural parish of Dolores. On September 15, 1810, he rang
the chureh bells summoning the people to prayer. When they gathered,
he startled them with an urgent appeal, “My children, will you b free?”
Father Hidalgo's speech became known as “el Grito de Dolores™—the cry
of Doloros. It called Mexicans to fight for independence.

A ragged army of poor mestizos and Native Americans rallied to
Father Hidalgo and marched to the outskiris of Mexico City. At first,
some ereoles supported the revolt. However, they soon rejected Hidalgo's
call for an end to slavery and his plea for reforms to improve conditions
for Native Americans. They felt that these policies would cost them
power.

After some early successes, the rebels faced growing opposition. Less
than a year after he issued the “Grito,” Hidalgo was captured and executed,
‘and his followers seattered.

José Morelos Continues the Fight Another priest picked up the
banner of revolution. Father José Morelos was a mestizo who called for
ide-ranging social and political reform. He wanted to improve

Liberty!
Toussaint LOuverture and his amy of
former slaves battle forindependence fom
France and an end to savery Although
Toussaint achieved his goal of encing
slavery Halt (e inset)did not become
ndependent untl after his death. Wy do.
you think Toussaint and his army wero
wilng 1o risk death to achieve their
goals?
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conditions for the majority of Mexicans, abolish slavery, and give the vote
1o all men. For four years, Morelos led rebel forces before he, oo, was
captured and shot in 1815.

‘Spanish forces, backed by conservative ereoles, hunted down the sur-
viving guerrillas. They had almost succeeded in ending the rebel move-
‘ment when events in Spain had unexpected effects.

Mexico Wins Independence In Spain in 1820, liberals forced the
King to issuc a constitution. This move alarmed Agustin de Tturbide (co
toor BEE day), a conservative ereole in Mexico. He feared that the new.
‘Spanish government might inspose liberal reforms on the colonies as well
Tturbide had spent. years fighting Mexican revolutionarics. Suddenly, in
1821, he reached out to them. Backed by creoles, mestizos, and Native
Americans, he overthrew the Spanish viceroy. Mexico was independent at
last. Tturbide took the title Emperor Agustin I Soon, however, liberal Mex-
icans toppled the would-be monarch and set up the Republic of Mexico.

New Republics Emerge in Central America Spanishruled lands in
Central America declared independence in the carly 1820s.Tturbide tried
10 add these arcas to his Mesican empire. After his overthrov, local lead-
ers set up a republic called the United Provinces of Central America. The
union soon fragmented into the separate republics of Guatemala, Nicara-
zua, Honduras, I Salvador, and Costa Rica,

@ Checkpoint _How did events in Spain affect the fight for Mexican
independence?

Revolution Ignites South America

In South America, Native Americans had rebelled against Spanish rule
as carly s the 1700s, though with imited results. It was not until the
1800s that discontent among the ercoles sparked a widespread drive for
independence.

Bolivar Begins the Fight In the carly 18005, discontent spread across
South America, Educated ereoles ike Siman Bolivar admired the French
‘and American revolutions, They dreamed of winning their own indepen-
dence from Spain.

In 1808, when Napolcon Banaparte occupied Spain, Bolivar and his
friends saw the occupation as  signal to act. In 1810, Bolivar led an
uprising that cstablished a republic in his native Venozucla. Bolivar's
new republic was quickly toppled by conservative forces, however. For
years, civil war raged in Venezuela. The revolutionarics suffercd many
Setbacks, Twiee Bolivar was forced into exile on the island of Haiti

Then, Bolivar conceived a daring plan. He would march his army
across the Andes and attack the Spanish at Bogotd, the capital of the
viceroyalty of New Granada (present-day Colombia). First, he cemented
an alliance with the hard-riding llaneros, or Venezuclan cowboys. Then,
in o grucling campaign, he led an army through swampy lowlands and
ovar the snowcapped Andes. Finally, in August 1819, he swoaped down to
take Bogota from the surpriscd Spanish.

Other victories followed. By 1821, Bolivar had succeeded in frecing
Caracas, Venezucla. “The Liberator” as he was now called, then moved
south into Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. There, he joined forces with
another great leader, José de San Ma
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Do Pedro, Empero of Brazil

Vocabulary Builder
proclaim—(proh KLAYM) bt to announce
publily or formally

 Terms, People, and Places

the beginning o th section have in
common? Bxplain,

Note Taking

2. Reading SKill: dentify Supporting
Details Use your complted chat o
answr the Focus Queston: Who were:
the key revlutionaries that ld the
movementsfr independence in
Latin America and what ere their
accomplishments?

ASSessment

1. What do many of the ke terms lsted at

San Martin Joins the Fight Like Bolivar, San Martin was a creole.
L)

He was born in Argentina but went to Europe for military training. In
1816, this gifled general helped Argentina win frecdom from Spain, He
then joined the independence struggle in other arcas. He, too, led an
army across the Andes, from Argentina into Chile. He defeated the Span-
ish in Chile before moving into Peru to strike further blows against colo-
San Martin turned his command over to Bolivar in 1822,
allowing Bolivar's forces to win the final victories against Spain.

nial rule,

Freedom Leads to Power Struggles The wars of indepen-
dence ended by 1524, Bolivar then worked tirelessly to unite the
lands he had liberated into a single nation, called Gran Colom-
bia. Bitter rivalrics, however, made that dream impossible
Before long, Gran Colombia spit into four independent coun
ries: Colombia, Panama, Venezucla, and Ecuador.

Bolivar faced another disappointment as power struggles
among rival leaders triggered dostructive civil wars. Before his
death in 1530, a discouraged Bolivar wrote, "We have achicved our inde-
pendence at the expense of everything else” Contrary to his dreams,
South America’s common people had simply changed one set of masters
for another.

Brazil Gains Independence When Napolcon's armics conquercd
Portugal, the Portuguese royal family fled to Brazil. When the king
returned to Portugal, he left his son Dom Pedro to rule Brazil, “If Brazil
demands independence,” the king advised Pedro, “proclaim it yourself
and put the crown on your own head.”

In 1822, Pedro folowed his father's advice. A revolution had brought new
leaders to Portugal who planned to abolish reforms and demanded that Dom
Pedro return. Dom Pedro refused to leave Brazil, Instead, he became
emperor of an independent Brazil. He accepted a constitution that provided
for freedom of the press,freedom of religion, and an clected legislature. Bra-
2il remained a monarchy until 1889, when social and political furmoil led it
1o become a republic.

@ Checkpoint  How were the goals of the South American revolutions
different from their results?
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@ writing About History.

Comprehension and Critcal Thinking

3. Draw Conclusions How id socal
stucture contrbute to dscontent in
Latin America?

Quick Write: Use Effective Language
Mast ffective persuasiveessays contain
memarable and convincing detals and

4. Analyze Information (2) What was

the frststep on Hat's oad to indepen-

dence? (b)Why did creoles refuse to
supportHicalga or Morelo<?

5. Identify CentralIssues Why did
Bollar adrire the American and
French revolutons?

vivid, prsuasve language. Suppose you
were one of therevolutonary leaders men-
tioned inthe section. Write notes for
speech in which you persuade others o
join your cause nclude atleast three com-
pellingreasons why people should fllow
you.




