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As yet the Congo basin is a blank, a fruitless
waste, a desolate and unproductive area.... It
has been our purpose to fill this blank with life,
to redeem this waste, to plant and sow that the
dark man may gather, to vivify the wide, wild
lands so long forgotten by Europe. But cursed
be he or they who, animated by causeless
jealousy and a spirit of mischief, will compel
us to fire our station, destroy our work so
conspicuously begun, and abandon Africa to its
pristine helplessness and savagery.

—Henry Stanley, 1882
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Sketch map of Central Africa, showing Dr. Livingstone’s
exploration




Open-shaft diamond mining at Kimberley, South Africa, in 1872
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As yet the Congo basin is a blank, a fruitless
waste, a desolate and unproductive area.... It
has been our purpose to fill this blank with life,
to redeem this waste, to plant and sow that the
dark man may gather, to vivify the wide, wild
lands so long forgotten by Europe. But cursed
be he or they who, animated by causeless
jealousy and a spirit of mischief, will compel
us to fire our station, destroy our work so
conspicuously begun, and abandon Africa to its
pristine helplessness and savagery.

—Henry Stanley, 1882
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Sketch map of Central Africa, showing Dr. Livingstone’s
exploration




