2aribaldi and Romantic

S J5epPE GARIBALDI WAS ONE OF the most colorful figures

' i\.red in the unification of Italy. Accompanied by only one
and of his famous Red Shirts, the ltalian soldier of

e left Genoa on the night of May 5, 1860, for an

on of the kingdom of the Two Sicilies. The ragged

1 ontered Palermo, the chief city on the island of Sicily,

' Ma 31. This selection is taken from an account by a
respondent for the Times of London, the Hungarian- born
.dO" Eber.

fdon 1imes, june i3, 1560

1 ERMO, May 31—Anyone in search of violent emotions

t do better than set off at once for Palermo. However
he may be, or however milk-and-water his blood, I
Bomise it will be stirred up. He will be carried away by the
e of popular feeling. . ..

In the afternoon Garibaldi made a tour of inspection

und the town. I was there, but find it really impossible to
Ve vou a faint idea of the manner in which he was

ed everywhere. It was one of those triumphs which

n to be almost too much for a man. ... The popular

-g_.. Garibaldi, in his red flannel shirt, with a loose colored
sdkerchief around his neck, and his worn “wide-awake”
soft brimmed felt hat], was walking on foot among those
ng, laughing, crying, mad thousands; and all his few
llowers could do was to prevent him from being bodily
fricd off the ground. The people threw themselves

srward to kiss his hands, or, at least, to touch the hem of
garment, as if it contained the panacea for all their past
perhaps coming suffering. Children were brought up,
3id mothers asked on their knees for his blessing; and all
s while the object of this idolatry was calm and smiling

i when in the deadliest fire, taking up the children and

g them, trying to quiet the crowd, stopping at every

&1 From The Times of London, June 13, 1860,
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Nationalism

moment to hear a long complaint of houses burned and
property sacked by the retreating soldiers, giving good
advice, comforting, and promising that all damages should
be paid for.. ..

One might write volumes of horrors on the vandalism
already committed, for every one of the hundred ruins has
its story of brutality and inhumanity. ... In these small
houses a dense population is crowded together even in
ordinary times. A shell falling on one, and crushing and
burying the inmates, was sufficient to make people abandon
the neighboring one and take refuge a little further on,
shutting themselves up in the cellars. When the Royalists
retired they set fire to those of the houses which had
escaped the shells, and numbers were thus burned alive
in their hiding places. ...

If you can stand the exhalation, try and go inside the
ruins, for it is only there that you will see what the thing
means and you will not have to search long before you
stumble over the remains of a human body, a leg sticking
out here, an arm there, a black face staring at you a little
further on. You are startled by a rustle. You look round and
see half a dozen gorged rats scampering off in all directions,
or you see a dog trying to make his escape over the
ruins. ... I only wonder that the sight of these scenes does
not convert every man in the town into a tiger and every
woman into a fury. But these people have been so long
ground down and demoralized that their nature seems to

- have lost the power of reaction.

Why did Garibaldi become such a hero to the
Italian people? How does Garibaldi’s comportment
as a political and military leader prefigure the
conduct of later revolutionary military leaders

and activists?

task of Italian unification. In the Austro-Prussian War of 1866,
the new Italian state became an ally of Prussia. Although the Ital-
ian army was defeated by the Austrians, Prussia’s victory left the
Italians with Venetia. In 1870, the Franco-Prussian War resulted
in the withdrawal of French troops from Rome. The Italian
army then annexed the city on September 20, 1870, and Rome
became the new capital of the united Italian state.

The Unification of Germany

After the failure of the Frankfurt Assembly to achieve German
unification in 1848-1849, German nationalists focused on Aus-
tria and Prussia as the only two states powerful enough to
dominate German affairs. Austria had long controlled the
existing Germanic Confederation, but Prussian power had
grown, strongly reinforced by economic expansion in the

1850s. Prussia had formed the Zollverein (TSOHL-fuh-ry
German customs union, in 1834. By eliminating tolls on r
and roads among member states, the Zollverein had stimul
trade and added to the prosperity of its members. By 185!
the German states except Austria had joined the Prus
dominated customs union. A number of middle-class lib
now began to see Prussia in a new light; some even loc
openly to Prussia to bring about the unification of Germas

In 1848, Prussia had framed a constitution that had at leas
appearance of constitutional monarchy in that it had establisk
bicameral legislature with the lower house elected by univ
male suffrage. The voting population, however, was divided mrto
three classes determined by the amount of taxes they paid, a sys-
tem that allowed the biggest taxfJayers to gain the most seats.
Unintentionally, by 1859, this system had allowed control of the
lower house to fall largely into the hands of the rising middle
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