Young ltaly

AFTER THE FAILURE OF THE UPRISINGS in Italy in 18301831,
Giuseppe Mazzini emerged as the leader of the Italian
risorgimento—the movement for Italian nationhood. In 1831,
he founded an organization known as Young Italy whose
goal was the creation of a united ltalian republic. This
selection is from the oath that the members of Young lItaly
were required to take.

Giuseppe Mazzini, The Young ftaly Oath

Young Italy is a brotherhood of Italians who believe in a law
of Progress and Duty, and are convinced that Italy is destined
to become one nation,—convinced also that she possesses
sufficient strength within herself to become one, and that the
il success of her former efforts is to be attributed not to the
weakness, but to the misdirection of the revolutionary
elements within her,—that the secret of force lies in
constancy and unity of effort. They join this association in the
firm intent of consecrating both thought and action to the
great aim of reconstituting Italy as one independent sovereign
nation of free men and equals. . ..

Each member will, upon his initiation into the
association of Young Italy, pronounce the following form
of oath, in the presence of the initiator: In the name of
God and of Italy;

In the name of all the martyrs of the holy Italian cause
who have fallen beneath foreign and domestic tyranny; i

By the duties which bind me to the land wherein God has
placed me, and to the brothers whom God has given me;

By the love—innate in all men—I bear to the country
that gave my mother birth, and will be the home of my
children. . ..

Source: From Joseph Mazzini: His Life, Writings, and Political Principles (New York: Hurd & Houghton, 1872), pp. 62-69, 71-74.

by 1849, the Austrians had reestablished complete control
over Lombardy and Venetia. Counterrevolutionary forces also
prevailed throughout Italy. French forces helped Pope Pius 1X
regain control of Rome. Elsewhere Italian rulers managed to
recover power on their own. Only Piedmont was able to keep
its liberal constitution.

THE FAILURES OF 1848 Throughout Europe in 1848, popu-
lar revolts had initiated revolutionary upheavals that had led
to the formation of liberal constitutions and liberal govern-
ments. But how could so many immediate successes in 1848
be followed by so many disasters only months later? Two rea-
sons stand out. The unity of the revolutionaries had made the
revolutions passible, but divisions soon shattered their ranks.
Except in France, moderate liberals from the propertied
classes failed to extend suffrage to the working classes who
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By the sufferings of the millions,—

I, ... believing in the mission intrusted by God to
Italy, and the duty of every Italian to strive to attempt
its fulfillment; convinced that where God has ordained
that a nation shall be, He has given the requisite power
to create it; that the people are the depositaries of that
power, and that in its.right direction for the people, and
by the people, lies the secret of victory; convinced that
virtue consists in action and sacrifice, and strength in
union and constancy of purpose: 1 give my name to
Young Italy, an association of men holding the same faith,
and swear:

To dedicate myself wholly and forever to the endeavor
with them to constitute Italy one free, independent,
republican nation; to promote by every means in my
power—whether by written or spoken word, or by action—
the education of my Italian brothers toward the aim of
Young Italy; toward association, the sole means of its
accomplishment, and to virtue, which alone can render the
conquest lasting; to abstain from enrolling myself in any
other association from this time forth; to obey all the
instructions, in conformity with the spirit of Young Italy,
given me by those who represent with me the union of my
Italian brothers; and to keep the secret of these instructions,
even at the cost of my life; to assist my brothers of the
association both by action and counsel—-NOW AND
FOREVER.

Q Based on the principles outlined here, define
nationalism. Why have some called nationalism a

“secular religion”?

had helped achieve the revolutions. But as radicals pushed for
universal male suffrage, liberals everywhere pulled back. Con-
cerned about their property and security, they rallied to
old ruling classes for the sake of order and out of fear of soc
revolution by the working classes. All too soon, establish
governments were back in power.

In 1848, nationalities everywhere had also revolted in p
suit of self-government. But here too, frightfully little w
achieved as divisions among nationalities proved utterly dis
trous. Though the Hungarians demanded autonomy from t
Austrians, at the same time they refused the same to th
minorities—the Slovenes, Croats, and Serbs. Instead of joini
together against the old empire, minorities fought each oth
No wonder that one Czech cohld remark in April 1848,
the Austrian state had not already existed for so long, it would
have been in the interests of Europe, indeed of humanity
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