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and in a few years were ruined—at which time they looked about for some

trifling desk job that would barely keep them alive in preference to an active

and lakorious life that would assure them an independent existence. The clas-

sical edcation that some of them had received, and the aristocratic manner

that they\ffected in their days of idleness and plenty, made them scornful of
the Européans, who seemed to them mean and covetous because they were

economical aqd active; they regarded these men as inferiors because they en-

gaged in tradey and occupations which they considered unworthy of the sta-

tion to which thir own fathers had raised them. Whether it was the effect of
this vicious trainihg or the influence of a climate that conduced to laxity and
effeminacy, the credles were generally indolent and negligent; of sharp wits,
rarely tempered by juidgment and reflection; quick to undertake an enterprise
but heedless of the meags necessary to carry it out; giving themselves with ar-

dor to the present, but giving no thought to the future; prodigal in times of
good fortune and resigned\ynd long-suffering in adversity. The effect of these
unfortunate propensities way the brief duration of their wealth; the assiduous
efforts of the Europeans to foxm fortunes and pass them on to their children
may be compared to the bottonNess barrel of the Danaides, which no amount
of water could fill. It resulted froy this that the Spanish race in America, in
order to remain prosperous and opylent, required a continuous accretion of
European Spaniards who came to foln new families, while those established
by their predecessors fell into oblivion\gnd indigence.

Although the laws did not establish any difference between these two
classes of Spaniards, or indeed with respect to the mzestizos born to either clae
by Indian mothers, a distinction came to et between them in fact. WAth it
arose a declared rivalry that, although subdyed for a long time, sfight be
feared to break out with the most serious congequences whepthe occasion
should offer. As has been said, the Europeans held nearly ght'the high offices,
as much because Spanish policy required it as bedqusghey had greater op-
portunity to request and obtain them, being near g¢ fountainhead of all fa-
vors. [Of the one hundred and seventy viceroy§ who, governed in America
until 1813, only four had been born there_nd that by'¢hance, as the sons of
officeholders. Of the six hundred andA%vo captains-genyral and presidents,
fourteen had been creoles.] The razeoccasions on which cryples secured such
high posts occurred through foreinate coincidences or when'they went to the
Spanish capital to solicit ghem. Although they held all the Spferior posts,
which were much morgfiumerous, this only stimulated their ambition to oc-
cupy the higher posfs as well. Although in the first two centurids after the
Congquest the Church offered Americans greater opportunities for\advance-
ment, and dGring that period many obtained bishoprics, canonships,\pulpits,
and lugrdtive benefices, their opportunities in this sphere had graduall been
cugrdiled. . . . [Of the seven hundred and six bishops who held office in Sgan-
6h America until 1812, one hundred and five were creoles, although few held
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the ideals of liberty, equality, security, and property took a firm hold on me, and
I saw only tyrants in those who would restrain a man, wherever he might be,
from enjoying the rights with which God and Nature had endowed him. ...

When I completed my studies in 1793 political economy enjoyed great
popularity in Spain; I believe this was why I was appointed secretary of the
consulado of Buenos Aires, established when Gardoqui was minister. The offi-
cial of the department in charge of these matters even asked me to suggest
some other well-informed persons who could be appointed to similar bodies
to be established in the principal American ports.

When I learned that these consulados were to be so many Economic Soci-
cties that would discuss the state of agriculture, industry, and commerce in
their sessions, my imagination pictured a vast field of activity, for I was igno-
rant of Spanish colonial policy. 1 had heard some muffled murmuring among
the Americans, but I attributed this to their failure to gain their ends, never
to evil designs of the Spaniards that had been systematically pursued since the
Congquest.

On receiving my appointment I was infatuated with the brilliant prospects
for America. I had visions of myself writing memorials concerning the
provinces so that the authorities might be informed and provide for their
well-being. It may be that an enlightened minister like Gardoqui, who had
resided in the United States, had the best of intentions in all this. .. .

I finally departed from Spain for Buenos Aires; I cannot sufficiently ex-
press the surprise I felt when I met the men named by the king to the council
which was to deal with agriculture, industry, and commerce and work for the
happiness of the provinces composing the vice-royalty of Buenos Aires. All
were Spanish merchants. With the exception of one or two they knew noth-
ing but their monopolistic business, namely, to buy at four dollars and sell for
eight. . ..

My spirits fell, and I began to understand that the colonies could expect
nothing from men who placed their private interests above those of the com-
munity. But since my position gave me an opportunity to write and speak
about some useful topics, I decided at least to plant a few seeds that some day
might bear fruit. . ..

1 wrote various memorials about the establishment of schools. The
scarcity of pilots and the direct interest of the merchants in the project pre-
sented favorable circumstances for the establishment of a school of mathe-
matics, which I obtained on condition of getting the approval of the Court.
This, however, was never secured; in fact, the government was not satisfied
until the school had been abolished, because although the peninsulars recog-
nized the justice and utility of such establishments, they were opposed to
them because of a mistaken view of how the colonies might best be retained.

The same happened to a drawing school which I managed to establish
without spending even half a real for the teacher. The fact is that neither
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these nor other proposals to the government for the development of agri
ture, .mdustry, and commerce, the three important concerns of th § ﬂg‘ll‘lclll-
won its official approval; the sole concern of the Court was.wiﬂl tﬁ f‘ﬂir?»w-fﬂda,
that it derived from each of these branches. They said th:;t all thet roposed
c.stabhshments were luxuries, and that Buenos Aires was not yet i PI'UPOSC_d
tion to support them. ‘ i
I promoted various other useful and necessary projects, which had more
or less the same fate, but it will be the business of the futul"e histori:;n a::]n}:l(t)llL
cr{nm!ado to give an account of them; I shall simply say that from the begi 3
ning ?f 1794 to July 1806, I passed my time in futile efforts to serve m co&‘mw
try. Ihey-all foundered on the rock of the opposition of the ‘governrﬁcn;u:ﬁf
Buenos Aires, or that of Madrid, or that of the merchants who composed thJ
.g’an.mz'adr:r., for whom there was no other reason, justice, utility. orF:u;,ce‘;si ,
than their commercial interest. Anything that came into ’conﬂict’ with tha.t i .4
terestlenmuntcred a veto, and there was nothing to be done about it -
It is well known how General Beresford entered Buenos Aires will:h bout
four hundred men in 1806. At that time I had been a captain in the mili;a{;m
ten years, more from whim than from any attachment to the military art N(I) :
ﬁ’rst experience of war came at that time. The Marqués de Sobremoﬁtc ltl :
viceroy .of the provinces of La Plata, sent for me several days before ée: .
ford’s disastrous entrance and requested me to form a cmn[.)an of cwa?f d
fl:mn among the young men engaged in commerce. He said th:t he ;vnulz
give me veteran officers to train them; I sought them but could not find an
because of the great hostility felt for the militia in Buenos Aires. . h
Thf: general alarm was sounded. Moved by honor, I flew to ‘tl-l;i fortr
the point of assembly; I found there neither order n013 harmony in anytl ing,
as must happen with groups of men who know nothing of (lisc}i’ lin(e 'fnclimg’
completely insubordinate. The companies were formed there 'll)nd I‘wa ‘“;e
tached to one of them. I was ashamed that I had not the sligl;t(est notiosna “f
military science and had to rely entirely on the orders of a veteran offic ‘0
who al.so joined voluntarily, for he was given no assignment. ==
. This was the first company, which marched to occupy the Casa de las Fil-
ipinas. Meanwhile the others argued with the viceroy himself th;at the‘ were
obliged only to defend the city and not to go out into the country; )éon-;e(-:
quently they .would agree only to defend the heights. The result wg ,that éhe
enemy, meeting with no opposition from veteran troops or disciplined mili-
tia, forced all the passes with the greatest ease. There was some stupid firin
on the part f){ my company and some others in an effort to stop theFi)nvadc .
but all in vain, and when the order came to retreat and we were fallin b'lcil(sl,
heard someone say: “They did well to order us to retreat, for we Wg o
made for this sort of thing.” ’ oot
" I. must confess that I grew angry, and th?lF I never regretted more deeply
y ignorance of even the rudiments of military science. My distress grew
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hen I saw the entrance of the enemy troops, and realized how few pf them
there wers for n of the size of Buenos Aires. I could not get the idea out
i g tO‘W st went out of my mind, it was so painful to me to see
of g et ane dlm(ﬁ1 oke, and above all in such a degraded state that it
g Tc?l;;lttc)fo:i?]ii:‘zlg ?);/ttll}; da;‘ing enterprise of the brave and honorable
could be _
sresfor se valor I shall always admire. . . ‘
BLrﬁf:Siiq;zlsigzcm()ve]nent under the leac!(irshi‘p of San.tlagn‘ Liniers ld:;vlfs
the British out of Buenos Aires. A second English I‘nvasujnb, ]Lo;nfniu;: (:: om)_]
General John Whitelocke, is defeated, and the entire British force i
elled to surrender. B.K. .
pcnéili?:t:;rﬁi:iers 01‘cle3'cd the quartm‘m.astellugeneral to l;ecenf»'e t':)e par::e:
of the officer prisoners; for this reason Bri gﬂdler~Ge11el'al Craw (ir( l, :ciig;ow(i-
with his aides and other high ofﬁ.cersf', came to his house.l f\f.ly s {gul‘aed e
edge of Irench, and perhaps certain cwllm.es that I showed him, Cd,(j ¢ (:n )
eral Crawford to prefer to converse with me, and we elnterE 1 p h
discussion that helped to pass the timf:——a]thoggh he. nclvotr (f)qt sight ic()m 051;;
aim of gaining knowledge of the country and, in particular, of its opin
: ish Government. .
thcSscl)),a;::lillegoconvinced himself that I had no Ff'ench sympathicsi u:lnlla (.;)l;:
nections, he divulged to me his ideas‘about our 1lndepenc=ence, ;;Llon plm‘;t
the hope of forming new links with ‘thIS country, since the 1.opelo. Cth:lt “.(e
had failed. T described our condition to him, and ma‘de it p z?m“. »
wanted our old master or none at all; th-f)t we were far from ‘pt)ssg?;?iere
means required for the achievement of independence; lthat even })mm N
won under the protection of Englal}:d, she wou]clidal;;lll;( ;)rilldgi 131 (13 Lqp,mgsh
some antage in Europe, and then we would f; . =pant
::T:rti;a;}:aql:l (Sgry nation sgught its own interest and did nolt f]:al'e ablout L‘:Z
misfortunes of others. He agreed with me, and when I !la( s 1{)wn,10v; e
lacked the means for winning independence, he put off its attainment for :
Cenlt'llltl)z:! fallible are the calculations of m‘en! One year Passe;]., ancIIFbeh;)l:lls,
without any effort on our part to become mdepe.ndent{ GodlIBlmsﬁn.egz'];hen
our opportunity as a result of the events of 1808 in Spain 'Imf( J aKI riéq het
it was that the ideals of liberty and mdepend.en(.:e came to life in America,
the Americans began to speak frankly of their rights.

3. MAN OF DESTINY

There is no more controversial figure in Latin American bistory than Sﬂ{m?} Baln;ff‘

H H H - - o977 5
(1783-1830). o his admirers or worshipers be is the Liberator of a continent; r‘o‘ Jf{
critics be is the proverbial “man on horseback,” an ambitions schemer who sacrificea
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San Martin to bis passion Jor power and lory. Louis Perii de Lacroiv, a French en-
ber of Bolivar’s staff, wrote the Jollowing description of the Liberator in a diary that e
kept during their stay at Bucaramanga in 1828,

The General-in-Chief, Simén José Antonio Bolivar, will be forty-five
years old on July 24 of this year, but he appears older, and many judge him to
be fifty. He is slim and of medium height; his arms, thighs, and legs are lean.
He has a long head, wide between the temples, and a sharply pointed chin. A
large, round, prominent forehead is furrowed with wrinkles that are Very no-
ticeable when his face is in repose, or in moments of bad humor and anger.
His hair is crisp, bristly, quite abundant, and partly gray. His eyes have lost
the brightness of youth but preserve the luster of genius. T hey are deep-set,
neither small nor large; the eyebrows are thick, separated, slightly arched,
and are grayer than the hair on his head. The nose is aquiline and well
formed. He has prominent cheekbones, with hollows beneath. His mouth is
rather large, and the lower lip protrudes; he has white teeth and an agreeable
smile. . . . His tanned complexion darkens when he is in a bad humor, and his
whole appearance changes; the wrinkles on his forchead and temples stand
out much more prominently; the eyes become smaller and narrower; the
lower lip protrudes considerably, and the mouth turns ugly. In fine, one sees a
completely different countenance: a frowning face that reveals sorrows, sad
reflections, and somber ideas. But when he is happy all this disappears; his
face lights up, his mouth smiles, and the spirit of the Liberator shines over his
countenance. His Excellency is clean-shaven at present. . .,

The Liberator has energy; he is capable of making a firm decision and
sticking to it. His ideas are never commonplace—always large, lofty, and
original. His manners are affa ble, having the tone of Europeans of high soci-
ety. He displays a republican simplicity and modesty, but he has the pride of a
noble and elevated soul, the dignity of his rank, and the amour-propre that
comes from consciousness of worth and leads men to great actions. Glory is
his ambition, and his glory consists in having liberated ten million persons
and founded three republics. He has an enterprising spirit, combined with
great activity, quickness of speech, an infinite fertility in ideas, and the con-
stancy necessary for the realization of his projects. He is superior to misfor-
tunes and reverses; his philosophy consoles him and his intelligence finds
ways of righting what has gone wrong. . . ,

He loves a discussion, and dominates it through his superior intelligence;
but he sometimes appears too dogmatic, and is not always tolerant enough
with those who contradict him. He scorns servile flattery and base adulators.

Louis Peri de Lacroix, Diaro de Bucaramanga, estudio eritico, ed. Monsefior Nicolds I,
Navarro (Caracas, 193 5), pp. 327, 329-331. Excerpt translated by Benjamin Keen,
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He is sensitive to criticism of his acti(}llz?; calumny against him c.uts him to the
quick, for none is more touchy about hl.S reputation than the Liberator. e

His heart is better than his head. His bad t(.:mpe_r never lasts; when it ap-
pears, it takes possession of his head, never of his heart, and as soon as the lat-
ter recovers its dominance it immediately makes amends for the harm that
the former may have done. . .. _ ' o

The great mental and bodily activity of the Liberator keeps hnn in a state
of constant moral and physical agitation. One who observes him at certain
moments might think he is seeing a madman. During the wa.]ks tfllat we take
with him he sometimes likes to walk very rapidly, trying to tire his compan-
ions out; at other times he begins to run and leap, to leave the others behind;
then he waits for them to catch up and tells them they do not kI:lOW how to
run. He does the same when horseback riding. But he acts this way only
when among his own people, and he would not run or leap if he th.ought tl.lat
some stranger was looking on. Vthq bad weather prevents }valkmg or rid-
ing, the Liberator rocks himself swiftly back and forth in his hammoc.k or
strides through the corridors of his house, sometimes singing, at other times
reciting verses or talking with those who walk beside him. When conversing
with one of his own people, he changes the subject as often as he does 1’115‘1).0~
sition; at such times one would say that he has not a bit of system or stability
in him. How different the Liberator seems at a private party, at some fﬂrlnal
gathering, and among his confidential friends and. aides-de-camp! With the
latter he seems their equal, the gayest and sometimes the maddest of them
all. At a private party, among strangers and people less well known to him, he
shows his superiority to all others by his easy and agr.eezl.h‘le ways and good
taste, his lively and ingenious conversation, an.d his amiability. At a more for-
mal gathering, his unaffected dignity and polished manners cause him to be
regarded as the most gentlemanly, learned, and z.umablc man present. . . .

In all the actions of the Liberator, and in his conversation, as I have al-
ready noted, one observes an extreme quickness. His questions are short and
concise; he likes to be answered in the same way, and 'when someone wanders
away from the question he impatiently says t|.1:1t th'at is not whalf he asked; he
has no liking for a diffuse answer. He sustains his opinions with force and
logic, and generally with tenacity. When he has occasion to C(:.hntradlct some
assertion, he says: “No, sir, it is not so, but thus. . ..” Speaking of persons
whom he dislikes or scorns, he often uses this expression: f"l?hat (or those)
¢***.” He is very observant, noting even the least trifles; he Fhsllkes the pof)rly
educated, the bold, the windbag, the indiscreet, and the discourteous. Since
nothing escapes him, he takes pleasure in criticizing such people, always
making a little commentary on their defects. . . . . o

I have already said that the Liberator can assume an air of dignity ‘whcn.
among persons who do not enjoy his full con ﬁdence' or with whom he is not
on terms of familiarity; but he throws it off among his own people. In church
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he carries himself with much propriety and respect, and does not permit his
companions to deviate from this rule. One day, noticing that his physician,
Dr. Moore, sat with his legs crossed, he had an aide-de-camp tell him that it
was improper to cross one’s legs in church, and that he should observe how
he sat. One thing that His Excellency does not know, when at Mass, is when
to kneel, stand up, and sit down. He never crosses himself. Sometimes he
talks to the person beside him, but only a little, and very softly.

The ideas of the Liberator are like his imagination: full of fire, original,
and new. They lend considerable sparkle to his conversation, and make it ex-
tremely varied. When His Excellency praises, defends, or approves some-
thing, it is always with a little exaggeration. The same is true when he
criticizes, condemns, or disapproves of something. In his conversation he fre-
quently quotes, but his citations are always well chosen and pertinent.
Voltaire is his favorite author, and he has memorized many passages from his
works, both prose and poetry. He knows all the good French writers and
evaluates them competently. He has some general knowledge of Italian and
English literature and is very well versed in that of Spain.

The Liberator takes great pleasure in telling of his first years, his voyages,
and his campaigns, and of his relations and old friends. His character and
spirit dispose him more to criticize than to eulogize, but his criticisms or eu-
logies are never baseless; he could be charged only with an occasional slight
exaggeration. I have never heard his Excellency utter a calumny. He is a lover
of truth, heroism, and honor and of the public interest and morality. He de-
tests and scorns all that is opposed to these lofty and noble sentiments,

4. THE ARMY OF THE ANDES

wbe figure of José de Sun Martin has the same beroic pfd legendary
quality that Bolivar-pessesses for the peoples of northern South Aperica. Modest and
reserved, San Martin was Something of an enigma to bis coy nporaries, and we lack

greatness is bis masterful cam-
eri. o this day the standard bi-

Mitre, Historia de San Martin y de la emancipaciin sudamericana, 2 vols, (Buenos
44), 1:319-334. Excerpt translated by Benjamin Keen.
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