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Early Modern Europe Research Project 
You will write a thesis driven research paper.  A thesis-driven paper makes an arguable claim and defends it.  Do not 
confuse a research paper with a report:  you need to offer a thesis about your topic and then present evidence and analysis 
that provides support and explanation. 

 
Directions:  
You will pick from the Early Modern Europe topics below on which you will:  

(1) Craft a research question  
(2) Answer it with a thesis 
(3) Create an outline that details the facts and analysis that will answer your thesis 
(4) Submit a rough draft to be peer edited  
(5) Write a brief research paper 
 

You will have library and computer lab time to research and develop your ideas and write your paper.  You 
must use (i.e.: cite) at least four sources in your research – one of which must be a print source, one of which 
must be a primary source (your print source CAN also be your primary source). These sources will be part of 
your research paper and must be formatted properly on a works cited page.  
 
Process:  
1. Research one of the prompts below and organize your research using Noodle Tools note cards. You will 

have a minimum requirement of at least 4 sources and 20 research note cards. 
 

2. Create/choose a historical question explaining the prompt of your choice. You will get this approved 
BEFORE you start on your research and outline.   
 

3. Create a research proposal/outline, complete with question, a “working” thesis, and paper outline. Your 
outline should include the facts that will support your thesis and the analysis that is necessary to connect 
your facts to your thesis. You should make sure to address an issue with enough research for at least a one 
page single spaced outline that will become a 700-900 word essay.   
 

4. Create a works cited page following proper MLA formatting. Your works cited page must have at least 
four sources – all from library sources (reference books, books, databases…) – unless you choose to include 
sources other than these, and then you must include a source analysis***.  Works cited page will be due on 
the following date. 

 
5. Rough Draft. This serves as a complete but editable version of your final paper. This must be a minimum 

of 700-900 words, which will be peer edited in class. 
 

6. Write a 700-900 word, 12 point Times New Roman font, 1” margins, MLA formatted, research paper 
addressing the research question you created.   

 
 

LATE PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED AT 10% PER DAY—INCLUDING WEEKENDS—EVEN IF YOU ARE ABSENT 
FROM SCHOOL 

 
 

 



Prompts 
If you have an idea for a paper not listed in the prompts below you must submit a written proposal for 
approval. 
 
Middle Ages 

 How did _____ aspect of the Middle Ages ushered in the Renaissance?  
 Were the Middle Ages really the “dark ages” as compared to the Renaissance so-called “light ages?” 

Why or why not? 
 Growth of a specific city (Paris, London, Florence—move beyond art), how and why did that city 

grow? 
 Was there a Renaissance for women? Focus on a specific group/area—royalty, women in the church, 

marriage, landownership, etc. 
 How did the crusades impact the end of the Middle Ages and the beginning of the Renaissance? 
 How/Why did the Black Plague have a direct relation to the start of the Renaissance?  
 Medieval medicine in relationship to the church or art—required approval of a research question before 2nd 

library day. 
 
Renaissance / Reformation 

 How/Why did the Medici Family influenced the Reformation? 
 What ends the Renaissance and why?  
 Many historians view the Renaissance as the beginning of “Modern Europe”, defend or argue against 

this notion. 
 How did the Renaissance and Scientific Revolution change human perceptive?  
 How did art reflect the changes in European society? 

 
Age of Absolutism 

 How/Why did the Age of Exploration change the balance of power in Europe? 
 How did absolutism (under Peter the Great) modernize Russia? 
 How was the English Civil War a challenge to absolutism?  
 Some historians have claimed that the Thirty Years War a turning point in European history, defend or 

argue against this notion. 
 
Age of Enlightenment / Revolutions 

 Was the French/Haitian/Latin American/American Revolution really revolutionary?  
 What enlightenment ideas inspired the Atlantic Revolutions (French, American, and Latin American & 

Haitian)? 
 What impact did the French Revolution have on Europe?  

 

 
 
 
 


